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Christian life rather than striving aJer moral perfection. This is what Paul meant when he said: The ust shall live
by faith. This is what Luther discovered. For a number of years he was a monk and he was a good monk,
observing all the rules that would improve his soul. He did his penance; he observed asceticism; he kept all the
letters of the church law. Then it suddenly dawned on him: This is not the right way to come to God. This is a
dead end, the road of endlessly trying to per fect yourself, to merit heaven, to do bookkeeping before God. Mor
al or religious bookkeepers are on the wrong road, he said. The Christian man is the man who simply accepts
God s love, knowing that you cannot lay moral claims upon God, saying: I m this good; you own me this much.
God s love is a giJ, not something you merit, or work to secure. You accept God s love by faith, not by works.
The essence of your Christian religion is gratitude, not striving aJer moral perfection. Let me bring this home to
you as clearly as I can. One of the prob lems of college students is that they think they have perfectionist
parents who expect nothing short of the perfect of them - perfect grades, perfect character, perfect prepara
tion for their lifework, perfect choice of a wife, perfect success. For a while in their lives this is helpful; it makes
them do their best. They feel: I must not let dad down. But there usually comes a...
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