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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from A Dissertation on Employing Emulation to Encourage Literary Excellence
The work of education is but half completed, if, by the imperfection of the system, wrong principles have been
brought into action; or if any good principles have been le? to slumber in neglect and inaction. That system is
far from being perfect, how much soever it may be entitled to our regard, which, while it improves the more
obvious principles of the mind, su@ers others of greater importance to lie dormant; or, what is worse, cultivates
those principles which were never implanted in us for cultivation, and which, as they become matured and
strengthened, become a torment to their possessor and to mankind. A state of idleness is su@iciently replete
with misery, and a mind unemployed is liable to become an organ of incalculable mischief, as well as a burden
to itself; but it were better that it should remain even wholly uncultivated, than that it should be taught how to
employ its energies in communicating an injurious influence to society. It is comparatively easy to lead the
young mind forward, and excite in it a love of study, by rewarding it with the gratification of some
predominant desire; but the most di@icult part is to create in it a love of study for its own sake. We should
censure that man s conduct who should place the most noxious weeds by the side of some choice plant; for
though his object might be to nourish it into strength and beauty, yet the proximity of a luxurious weed would
wholly absorb the richness of the soil, and destroy that very e@ect which it was designed to produce. About
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