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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Clinical and Pathological Papers From the Lakeside Hospital, Cleveland,
1901 Professor of Medicine, Western Reserve University; Visiting Physician to The Lakeside Hospital. The
deformities of the body are so marked a feature in rick ets that attention has always been directed to the bones
as the essential parts aEected. Rickets is, however, a disease which concerns the general system; the nutrition,
growth, and develop ment of all the growing organs are involved. The muscles are abby and weak. The striae
of the voluntary muscles are feebly marked and OFen exceedingly diEicult to make out. The muscle is pale and
in advanced cases degenerated. The ligaments are relaxed. The body in consequence thereof is not well
supported, as evidenced in the joints, and especially in the changed form of the spinal column. The spine bends
backward in a large full curve, loses its firmness and cannot sus tain the upper part of the trunk and head.
Secondary curves, lateral and forward, come in persisting disease and are sometimes due to bone involvement.
The great convexity seen in early cases is due to the relaxation of the spinal ligaments. The weak ness of these
soF tissues is responsible for some of the changes in the deformities of the chest. The intercostal muscles
become so feeble that they fail to liF the ribs and when the patient has a pulmonary complaint that compels
him to cough, the lower part of the chest is pressed inward and crowds on the intrathoracic space. The lower
part of the chest is supported by the viscera and caves in. This makes the curves on the chest seen in early
rickets, especially when the subject has had...
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