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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This story is based on an actual event. It follows the two-month long
journey of two friends, Gibbons and Stadanko, as they hitchhike from Wisconsin to California and back in 1974.
Their road west is the iconic Route 66. They meet an unusual and unique cast of characters that influence their
trip and their lives as they learn about the randomness, luck, and uncertainty of life, and living, dying, and
growing older. The era of hitchhiking across the country is ending, and in a few years, this trip wouldn t have
happened. It takes place during a summer break from school before Gibbons and Stadenko have to be
concerned with responsibility, security, and money. As they travel through the different parts of the country,
they stop to hike in the Grand Canyon, Big Sur, and the Sierra Nevada, and are influenced as much by the
canyons and mountains as they are by the people they meet. This is a trip that will impact their lives, and an
adventure they will talk about every time they get together over the next forty years. This is a work of creative
nonfiction. There are no chapters per se, and some characters and situations have been modified to protect
identities, move the story along, and help support the book s theme. It s a story of a summer trip, but it s also a
story of life.
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